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Raleigh, N. C.; and now at the First Church, San 
Antonio, Texas (below). His SCKLON fir OM The 
Outlook Pulpit, ‘‘A Needed Reformation,’’ ap- 
pears on page five. 














Letters to the Editors 


Mecklenburg Pleads 





“Not Guilty’ on Vote 





Overture Was Defeated 


WESTERN UNION 

MECKLENBURG PRESBYTERY DE- 
FPEATED MOTION TO OVERTURE GEN- 
ERAL ASSEMBLY ON CHURCH PROP- 
ERTY ISSUE (THE PRESBYTERIAN 
OUTLOOK, May 13, p. 4). 
PHILIP S. 

Charlotte, N. C. 


HOWERTON. 


To the Editors: 

. Mecklenburg Presbytery is listed 
with Florida and Enoree as overturing 
the General Assembly along with Savan- 
nah Presbytery on the proposed property 
amendment. This is a mistake... . We 
have had this kind of overture up before 
us twice before. Each time it has 
been defeated. 

a & 
Steele Creek, Charlotte, N. C. 


WALKER. 


EDITOR’sS NOTE—Our first information 
was that Mecklenburg had approved this 
overture; then, just as the paper was g£o0- 
ing to press, it was learned that it had 
not. The final proofs which left our hands 
carried this correction. Sorry. 


Join in Appeal 
To the Editors: 

I note with interest in your issue of 
May 6th “An Appeal to Our Church to Es- 
tablish a Department of Christian Rela- 
tions” and that others through you may 
join in this appeal. 

As an elder in the church at Tupelo and 
a commissioner to the 1945 General As- 
sembly, I desire to add my name thereto. 
I would really be glad to see it go far- 
ther than this indicates and that the 
church seek more concrete results. 

Cc. R. BOLTON, 


Tupelo, Miss. Attorney. 


To the Editors: 

Add my name to the “Appeal to Our 
Church to Establish a Department of 
Christian Relations.” 

H. M. McLAIN, Home Mission Superin- 
tendent, North Mississippi Presbytery, 
Oxford. 

R. A. PFRANGLE, Minister, Henderson, 
Ky. 

H. B. GRAYBILL, Professor, Greenbrier 
College, Lewisburg, W. Va. 

E. B. TUCKER, Webb School, Bell Buckle, 
Tenn. (Former President of Austin Col- 
lege). 

J. SHERRARD RICE, In Graduate Study, 
Princeton Seminary. ‘ 
W. O. SHEWMAKER, Professor Emeritus, 

Southwestern, Memphis. 

PRESTON STEVENSON, Minister, Union- 
town, Ala. 

HENRY V. LOFQUIST, SR., Asheville, N. 
c. 

THOS. P. HARRISON, Dean Emeritus, N 
©. State College of Agriculture and En- 
gineering of the Greater University of 
N. C.; now of Asheville, N. C. 

B. A. SYKES, Minister, Birmingham, Ala. 


Approve Reunion Policy 


To the Editors: 

The program you outline (Editorial, May 
18) as a proposed plan for our future 
relationships with the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, appeals to me as exactly the 
one our church should follow. 

I do not believe the time has come yet 
when we should press for immediate ac- 
tion on the matter of organic union, but 
I do believe we ought to work together 
as fully as possible, looking toward the 
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re-entered as second 


time when a merger of our two churches 
will simply be the outward expression of 
a union of spirit that has already taken 
place. 

Yes, I think your proposed policy is wise 
and Christian and I am prepared 
to give it my support, 

HARMON B. RAMSEY. 
Bluefield, W. Va. 


To the Editors: 


‘ I approve. 
Auburn, Ala. SAM BURNEY HAY. 
To the Editors: 

The policy you have outlined is wise 
and Christian and I am prepared to sup- 
port it, except I do not subscribe to the 
implied “mandate.” I do not at present 
commit myself either “for” or “against” 
reunion. I am heartily in favor of your 
third suggestion about promoting under- 
standing and fellowship. 

R. F. CAMPBELL. 
Asheville ,N. C. 


To the Editors: 


It seems to me that your analysis 
of your poll is fair, and the program you 
have outlined is, to my way of thinking, 
sane and statesmanlike. I am es- 
pecially interested in your third point. 
It seems to me that we have fallen down 
on intelligent educational procedures in 
our local churches, presbyteries and 
synods. It trustworthy leaders who have 
a prominent voice in the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, could be brought into our 
local churches, presbyteries, and synods, 
to talk about matters not only per- 
taining to the union but about com- 
mon issues, that would lead us to see 
that we have the same fundamental] at- 
titude toward matters of religion and life 

I believe we can make progress. ... 
The educational job is the most important 
single effort facing those who look for- 
ward to eventual union. . . I think the 
effort ought to be on the constructive 
side, and I believe we can make a case 
for the advantages that a strong Presby- 
terian Church in America will have as 
over against a divided family. ... 

WALLACE M. ALSTON. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


New Office Number 


To the Editors: 


The Committee on Stewardship an- 
nounces that it has moved its offices from 
301 Henry Grady Building and is now lo- 
cated in its new quarters at 404 Henry 
Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia. 

This move has been made necessary by 
the increasing work of the office and the 
impossibility of doing this work in its 
former cramped space. 

J. G. PATTON, JR., 


Atlanta, Ga, Secretary. 


Middlesboro Traveler 


To the Editors: 


Presbyterian ministers and church of- 
ficers are warned against a man (name 
withheld for obvious reasons) about 45 
to 50 years of age, dark hair and eyes, 
engaging personality, who gives his home 
as Middlesboro, Ky. He will endeavor to 
secure small sums upon a promise to re- 
mit the money upon reaching home. Ac- 
cording to information from Middlesboro 


he is not reliable and no funds should be 


advanced to him. 
Vicksburg, Miss. JOHN O. RAWORTH. 


Defense Council and Stewardship 
Problems Need Full Study 


To the Editors: 

The Defense Service Council deserves 
the deepest gratitude of the entire church 
for its splendid service over the past five 
yoara. . «+ 

At the same time, we should realize that 
the functions of the council have lessened 
as more than six million men have re- 
turned to civilian life. We have halt 
the number of chaplains we had a year 
ago, and this number will become even 
smaller very shortly. The churches in 
camp areas no longer require the help they 
once needed. The excellent literature 
supplied by the council is not required 
on the scale of a few years. back, 
There is, of course, considerable work 
left for the DSC to do, but it should 
be evident that its work will continue to 
decrease, 

The disbursements of the council for 
the year ending March 31, 1945, (during 
the height of the war) were $135,039. Dur- 
ing the year just past disbursements de- 
creased to $113,918, leaving a balance on 
hand as of April 5, of $76,000. It seems 
strange that the askings for this cause 
for the current year have been increased 
to $186,550, based on seven per cent of 
Assembly’s benevolences. It is really not 
so strange either when we realize that 
the figure of $186,550 was established at 
the last General Assembly when our coun- 
try was still at war. 

This brings us once more face to face 
with a situation which forces our Stew- 
ardship Committee to establish budgets 
for 10 to 22 months in advance. [I do 
not know what the present Assembly can 
do. It may seek to supplement the mea- 
ger sum it authorized for War Relief 
which today seems pitifully small. Let 
us hope the present Assembly will not 
only make the temporary changes that 
are now needed but also do some careful 
rethinking of our entire stewardship set- 
up. JAC RUFFIN. 
Hazlehurst, Miss, 


Elders and Deacons For Early 
Presbyterian Reunion 


To the Editors: 

The undersigned was delegated a com- 
mittee of one to inform you of a recent 
action in a joint meeting of the session 
and the diaconate of Beacon Hill Pres- 
byterian Church with respect to the ques- 
tion of reunion of US. and USA. churches. 

There were twenty men present at the 
meeting when the _ resolution favoring 
early reunion was presented. Nineteen 
voted “Aye” and one did not vote because 
he said he had not given sufficient study 
to the question. 

We in the “border” presbytery of West- 
ern Texas who find our churches filled 
with former USA. members (who scarcely 
know the difference) and who enjoy fre- 
quent fellowship with USA. ministers and 
people find it difficult to understand the 
belligerent attitude of our brethren who 
have the least chance to know and love 
the USA. church. 

Which is the best witness, one who 
speaks from hearsay and rumor or one 
who has seen and heard and experienced 
personally? The bitterest feelings dur- 
ing “the tragic era” were in the border 
states. But the situation seems to be 
reversed now that the border synod 
largely fee] the necessity for reunion. ... 

H. C. KILPATRICK, 
Executive Secretary. 
San Antonio Council of Churches, 
San Antonio, Texas. 
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86th General Assembly Will Decide 


Issues of Unusually Great Moment 


Widespread Attention Focuses on Montreat as Church’s 


Highest Court Convenes in First Postwar Session 


A General Assembly of unusual importance holds the attention of South- 


ern Presbyterians during the last week in May. 


From the new pre-Assembly 


conference beginning Wednesday night, May 22, at Montreat, N. C., on through 


the next 
(though there has been none in recent 
years) a large attendance of commis- 
sioners and visitors was expected. Early 
statistics indicated that approximately 
384 commissioners will attend—192 
ministers and the same number of rul- 
ing elders. Last year the absence of 
only 13 commissioners kept the Assem- 
bly from having 100 per cent attend- 
ance. With relaxation of wartime tra- 
vel restrictions, a large number of visi- 
tors was expected, even though Mon- 
treat facilities will be somewhat disar- 
ranged because of the burning of the 
Alba Hotel last winter. 

Comments forecast an Assembly 
made up of exceptionally able men, 


‘both ministers and elders, with many 


leaders of distinction numbered among 
the commissioners. Pre-Assembly gos- 
sip entertains the possibility of a num- 
ber of nominations for the office of 
moderator to succeed Thomas Kay 
Young of Memphis, whose sermon will 
open this 86th session of the church’s 
highest court. 


Vital Issues 


Discussions in recent weeks and 
months have stressed the importance 
of certain actions commissioners will 
face: the ad interim committee’s re- 
port on Negro work, re-assigned from 
last year; a recommendation that the 
Assembly erect a Department of Chris- 
tian Relations; a study of term pasto- 
rates and a supervisory plan for min- 
isters; an advance in church-conducted 
radio broadcasting with establishment 
of an office for this purpose; overtures 
protesting Home Missions Council pro- 
cedure in requiring mortgages on 
churches in return for grants from the 
Home Missions Emergency Fund; dis- 
cussion of last winter’s sale of the Gra- 
ham Building in Jacksonville, Fla.; fu- 
ture service of the Defense Service 
Council; a forward movement in home 
missions; and foreign mission appeals 
for reinforcements. 


The usual overtures, though fewer 


Tuesday night and possibly 


into a Wednesday morning session 





in number, are asking withdrawal from 
the Federal Council of Churches and 
abandonment of plans looking toward 
Presbyterian reunion. One overture, 
sponsored by several presbyteries, seeks 
congregational control of church prop- 
erty instead of the present Presbyte- 
rian system. Such efforts in the past 
have been defeated. 

One proposal which has attracted 
wide interest and support recommends 
the establishment of an Assembly’s Ad- 
visory Committee, independent of pres- 
ent committees, and made up of out- 
standing leaders, to plan in large-scale 
terms for the chlurch’s advance. 


New Orleans Leaders 
Ask All-Out Effort 


To Meet Food Needs 


Land Sermon Inspires Strong 
Appeal to President and Congress 


Inspired by a recent sermon by John 
S. Land, pastor of the St. Charles Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church of New 
Orleans, the city ministerial union is 
petitioning the President and the na- 
tional Congress to turn every possible 
arm of government to the supplying of 
food in needy countries, Dr. Land’s 
sermon, entitled ‘“‘The Spiritual Equiv- 
alent of the Atomic Bomb,” declares 
that present voluntary activities are 
wholly inadequate. ‘‘Much of this pro- 
gram depends upon _ sentimentality. 
People’s readiness to give and sacrifice 
soon changes, Therefore, unless 
some immediate, adequate and far- 
reaching plan is devised by the govern- 
ment and carried through with the un- 
flinching determination by which Ger- 
many and Japan were defeated, our 





Grains 




















4 


failure now will be another tragic case 
of ‘too little and too late,’’’ Dr. Land 
declared, 

The New Orleans being 
submitted to various church bodies for 
their endorsement and, it is understood, 
will come before the Presbyterian, US, 
Assembly at its Montreat meeting. The 
petition is as follows: 


petition is 


Dear Mr. President: 


WE PETITION: 

You to declare a state of world emer- 
gency; 

The Congress to act swiftly and ade- 
quately to meet it; 

You, as Commander-in-Chief, and the 
Congress now devote the war-time 
machinery of the Army, Navy and Air 
Force to winning this phase of the war; 
and 

That ships and planes be used to 
transport food, medicines, clothes and 
other necessities to the devasted coun- 
tries and to the millions of starving 
people in such an immediate and sus- 
tained volume that Almighty God can 
add to these efforts his divine power and 
victory. 


WE BELIEVE 

The same world strategy by our 
leaders, the same brains of our scien- 
tists, industrialists and statesmen, the 
same solving of staggering problems, 
the same outpouring of money, the same 
high loyalty and sacrifice of our people, 
which characterized our all-out war 
effort should now be brought to bear in 
united and sustained action, in achiev- 
ing victory over disease, starvation, 
devastation and death. If we do not 
soon stop the black and pale horses of 
famine, death and hell which are now 
galloping over most of the world, our 
military victory may be undone. 


OVERTURES 


To the 86th General Assembly 








Incease Annuity Payments—Roanoke, 
asking $100 per month payments, 

Moving Pictures—Asking for use of 
motion pictures and provision of neces- 
sary funds for a church department.— 
Abingdon, Cherokee, 

Benevolence Percentages to Become 
Effective July 1—Fcyetteville. 

Home Missions Council or Committee 
Mortgages—Concord, asking that grant- 
ing of emergency funds not require deed 
or mortgage. 

Commissioners for Two Years——Cen- 
tral Mississippi, asking legislation pro- 
viding for the election of commissioners 
to the Assembly for two years each. 

Assembly Entertainment—Knoxville, 
asking that the Assembly bear its own 
expense, thereby enabling it to meet in 
various parts of the church. 

Editors—Columbia, asking ‘‘editors 
of all periodicals reporting the business 
of the Presbyterian Church, US, to de- 
sist from all display of un-Christian 
animosity toward each other.” 

Sabbath—Western Texas, asking en- 
couragement for the Assembly’s Perma- 
nent Committee, recommending PRES- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK article by K. J. 
Foreman “as a wise approach to this 
subject’’; and to plan for more wide- 
spread “fight for a holy Sabbath Day.” 
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The vast majority of the leaders and 
members of the Roman Catholic, Jewish 
and Protestant faiths will rally to this 
realistic program. 

Food, clothes and medicine are the 
spiritual equivalent of the Atomic Bomb. 
As these are swiftly released in a sus- 
tained outpouring of our faith, love and 
sacrifice over devastated lands to” de- 
spairing millions, a tidal wave of grati- 
tude and hope will sweep this globe— 
a rebirth and reconciliation so profound 
and unprecedented that there will be a 
veritable spiritual transformation, This 
will be the one most promising antidote 
to the Atomic Bomb, which hangs over 
our world. 


IN VIEW OF 

The illimitable power for destruction 
of the Atomie Bomb; 

The fear, suspicion and despair which 
grip much of the world; 

The incurable illusion that when 
military victory is won the war is over; 

The statement by Mr. Hoover that 
one hundred and thirty million people 
in Europe—more than the entire pop- 
ulation of the United States—are in a 
desperate state of malnutrition and im- 
minent starvation; that many millions 
more than this number in Asia are near 
the abyss of despair and desperation; 

The fact that civilian casualties since 
the end of hostilities from hunger, in- 
juries, disease dnd starvation are in- 
calculable; 

The hate and despair increasing daily 
in millions who languish and die, while 
our nation hastens to its indulgences, 
revels in its luxuries and spends billions 
of dollars for and consumes millions of 
bushels of grain in, alcoholic beverages; 

The fact that starvation, desperation 
and anarchy will so deprave those who 
survive this hell that new Hitlers will 
arise to scourge mankind and scorch 
God’s good earth, and 

The supreme motive of love for God 
and man, condensed in these words that 
shine with eternal urgency: ‘Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it 
unto me.”’ 


THEREFORE, WE IMPLORE 

You and the Congress to employ all 
the agencies of the Government to 
mobilize men and to assemble materials 
to meet this world emergency as this 
nation met the far-flung military emer- 
gency. Let this whole program be a 
peacetime counterpart of the all-out 
military effort by which hundreds of 
battleships and other craft, hundreds of 
thousands of planes, manned and piloted 
by our brave men, will now invade 
Europe and Asia with bread, not bombs, 
to bring peace, not war, to give life, not 
to take it, 


THE NEW ORLEANS 
MINISTERIAL UNION. 


Federal Council Calls for 
Government Action on Food 

New York. (RNS)—An appeal to the 
government and to the churches of 
America for immediate action to meet 
the hunger crisis in wide areas was 
made here by the Executive Committee 
of the Federal Council of Churches. The 
appeal was sent to President Truman 
and Secretary of Agriculture Clinton P. 
Anderson, 

The government was urged by the 
Federal Council to procure at the source 
the grains, fats, and meats which should 
be sent for foreign relief needs, and ship 
them immediately to the starving people 
overseas; to establish consumer ration- 
ing if present voluntary measures prove 
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Cecil 
pastor, has been elected professor of 
evangelism, country church and field su- 
pervision by the board of trustees of 
Columbia Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


A. Thompson, Valdosta, Ga., 





to be inadequate; and to forbid use of 
grain for alcoholic beverages during the 
present shortage of cereal grains 
throughout the world. 

Church members were urged to begin 
at once a voluntary rationing of foods, 
particularly wheat, flour, and fats; and 
to produce food in gardens to the fullest 
possible extent. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


Hall and Blanton Are 
Union Seminary Speakers 





Commencement speakers at Union 
Seminary in Richmond included B. 
Frank Hall, St. Louis, who is a member 
of the board of trustees of Louisville 
Seminary and a graduate of Union, and 
Dr. Wyndham B. Blanton, Richmond 
physician and member of the seminary 
board. 


Maryville College 
Hears Reherd and Lloyd 


President Lloyd of Maryville College 
was the baccalaureate speaker at his 
own institution at commencement. 
Other speakers included Herman L. 
Turner, Atlanta, and Herbert Ware 
Reherd, president emeritus of West- 
minster College, Salt Lake City. 


PJC Will Hear Merrin and 
Clark at Commencement 


Former chaplain J. F. Merrin will 
preach the commencement sermon at 
Presbyterian Junior College, Maxton, 
N. C., and Congressman Bayard Clark, 
Presbyterian layman of Fayetteville, 
will deliver the graduating address May 
29. 
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THE OUTLOOK PULPIT 


A Needed Reformation 


By PATRICK D. MILLER 


“Out of the same mouth cometh forth blessing and 
cursing . . . these things ought not so to be.”"—James 3:10. 


HENEVER THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH drifts into 
W any evil practice which is a denial of the pure gospel, 

a reproach to good men and a hindrance to religion, 
then and there a reformation is needed. That is just as 
true now as it was in the days of Martin Luther and John 
Knox. 

At the beginning of the sixteenth century the crying need 
for reforms in the church was beginning to be recognized 
by thoughtful men throughout western Europe. They saw 
that the Roman Papacy of that day was the running sore 
of Europe. Nor must we suppose that it was only a few 
individuals who saw this need. It was openly voiced in 
such powerful civil legislative bodies as the States-General 
of France, the Diet of Germany and the Parliament of Eng- 
land. Many good men believed the church, as they saw 
it operating, had abandoned her true spiritual mission and 
thereby lost the power to change men or nations for the 
better. 

These men saw facts on every hand to support their 
contention. The Roman Church was at that time attempt- 
ing to govern all Europe through her clerical low-courts, 
while the clergy who made up these courts protested that 
they were not bound by the ordinary civil laws of any land. 
The Pope was imposing his hand-picked Italian prelates 
upon every nation, and these foreigners insisted upon a 
God-given right to rule, regardless of how corrupt their 
personal lives might be. The clergy, far from being 
preachers of righteousness, honesty and sobriety, were often 
leaders in immoral practices. The great Wolsey, for in- 
stance, while he was an Archbishop, a Cardinal and Papal 
Legate, fathered as many illegitimate children as Henry 
VIII, placed them in official church positions, and drew a 
large part of his munificent annual income from money paid 
by the clergy in order to practice incontinence and still 
hold their jobs. Small wonder men were saying all across 
Europe that these things ought not so to be. Small won- 
der they felt such a church had lost her power to enlighten 
the individual hearts and consciences of men. It was that 
widely-felt need for reform which gave Martin Luther a 
hearing and saved him from the stake which had claimed 
all others who dared openly to challenge the then iniquitous 
Roman Catholic system. 





R. MILLER is pastor of the First Church, San An- 
tonio, Texas. He has served in this great church 
since 1941, coming to it from the First Church, 

Raleigh, N. C. For six years, from 1929-1935, he was 
educational secretary of the Assembly’s Executive Com- 
mittee of Home Missions, being ‘called into that work 
from evangelistic service in Rabun County, Georgia. He 
was born in Carnesville, Ga.; attended the University of 
Georgia and Davidson College. His theological train- 
ing was received at Union Seminary in Virginia, where he 
won a graduate fellowship. He is the author of ‘“‘The 
Imperative of Home Missions.’’ Last year he presented 
to the Synod of Texas a report on the synod’s institutions 
and opportunities which resulted in a fullscale effort of 
unprecedented size to enlist Texas Presbyterianism in a 
great forward movement. 

Preachers from The Outlook Pulpit this year have 
been selected as a result of requests submitted to more 
than 200 laymen and ministers, evenly distributed across 
the synods. 











This illustration from an unhappy past leads me.-to re- 
peat that whenever the Christian Church, or any part of 
it, finds herself with evil practices which are a reproach 
to the pure Christ, then and there a reformation is needed. 
I speak here of only one that is needed now—a reforma- 
tion in speech. Let us not tone the question down with a 
soft text, but go directly to the third chapter of James 
where the subject is dealt with in the plainest language of 
the Bible. There the half-brother of our Lord said to pro- 
fessing Christians of his day: “Out of the same mouth 
cometh forth blessing and cursing . . these things ought 
not so to be.’”’ In twelve verses of very plain preaching 
James makes three points about the tongue. We note 
the first two briefly and dwell more fully upon the third. 


I. The Great Power of the Tongue 


James points out the power of speech and enforces the 
point with two homely illustrations. The horse, he says, 
is a large animal and the bridle bit a very small object by 
comparison. Yet with the use of that small bit the driver 
possesses power to guide the horse wherever he wishes it 
to go. Again, he says, a ship is a large thing and always 
equipped with a rudder which is small by comparison. Yet 
with the rudder a steersman can guide the great ship by 
the mere pressure of one hand. So powerful is our human 
tongue with its marvel of words and miracle of speech. 
It is a small organ in comparison with the total size of the 
human frame, but it holds mighty possibilities for good or 
evil. That is a fact we all know but seldom remember. 


II. The Inherent Badness of the Tongue 


James had lived under the same roof with our Lord 
for years and he knew that not nearly all speech was 
evil. Yet the unlovely word lies there in us so easy to 
utter that he cannot refrain from comparing the tongue to 
destructive fire and an untamed beast. The tongue can 
and does break out into speech that sears like a fire begin- 
ning in the center of life and burning its fineness clear 
out to the circumference. Again he notes that man has 
been able to tame every ferocious and destructive animal, 
but the tongue that has turned to poisonous talk is worse 
than such a beast. The inherent possibility for evil is 
always lurking in our tongues like smouldering fire or an 
animal ready to strike and tear its victim. This tendency 
of speech to become evil is another thing we all know but 
seldom remember. 


Ill. The Moral Contradiction Involved in Christians with 
Un-Christian Tongues 


James says of the tongue, ‘‘Therewith bless we the Lord 
and therewith curse we men made after the likeness of 
God. Out of the same mouth cometh forth blessing and 
cursing . . these things ought not so to be.” They ought 
not, indeed. We are assuming today that God can be con- 
fessed by the same tongue which is used for profane and 
evil speech. There is the moral contradiction. Great mul- 
titudes of modern men and women are using the same 
tonges to profess faith in God and to speak evil which de- 
nies that profession. There we have drifted into a practice 
which is hindering pure religion for the very reason that 
it is as common among Christians as it is among others. It 
is a practice as widespread now among church people as 
were the evils of Rome in the sixteenth century, and it cries 
to high heaven for a reformation. 

James saw the moral contradiction very clearly. He says 
that persons who bear the name of Christian and practice 
profane speech are not as consistent as we expect things 
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to be in the realm of nature. We plant a fig tree and ex- 
pect it to bear fruit. Nor does it disappoint us by pro- 
ducing something we do not want. We can plant corn 
or sow oats in God’s good earth and be certain that what 
comes up will be corn and oats, not cockleburs and rag- 
weeds. But God, who has redeemed us to serve him in 
purity of life, often hears us professing faith and pro- 
faning his name out of the very same mouth. The illus- 
tration of a fountain used by James is most apt. We 
bore wells here in Southwest Texas to tap our marvelous 
and God-given supply of artesian water. Do we find those 
wells flowing pure water one moment and then fouled 
with minerals the next? Of course, we do not. Good fig 
trees, good seed corn and good water wells are dependable 
and consistent. How strange that we witness such order 
in the world of nature and offer God such disorder and 
moral contradictions in our own lives. At no point is this 
so evident as in the speech of professing Christians. A 
well is fresh or salt, and a tongue is converted or its owner 
is not converted. By our speech they shall know. 

What shall we say about gossip, talebearing and sharp 
tongues among Christians? We should face them and 
recognize their deadly power just as James did. Such prac- 
tices are like the fire he describes; they do not hurt others 
50 much as they sear our own souls and make it impossible 
for our praise to reach God even when we offer it. 

What shall we say of shady, smooty and positively in- 
decent stories as the daily stock in trade of any who call 
themselves Christians? Two things should be remembered 
here. Such things reveal an unclean mind on the part of 
one who tells them, and passing them along for entertain- 
ment tends to make evil a laughing matter. Why should 
Satan ever worry about keeping bad people bad if he can 
just keep Christians laughing at evil? It is never con- 
sidered very bad by those who laugh. 

What shall we say of profanity and especially the pro- 
fane use of the divine names by those who profess rever- 
ence toward God in some church once a week? I hear 
such language on every hand. I see it in print every day 
and can no longer buy a secular magazine for my home 
which is free from this evil thing. Nor is this sort of lan- 
guage the possession solely of men and boys. I hear it 
from women who would be highly insulted if I refused 
to call them ladies. Are none of those who write for pub- 
lication Christians? Are none of those I hear using pro- 
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fanity in private or public address Christians? Of course, 
they are. Many of them are officers in Christian churches. 
A little while ago I was talking with a young father who 
makes no profession of being a Christian and whom I was 
anxious to see commit his life and home to God. In our 
conversation the name of another man was mentioned and 
I remarked that he was a member of my church. The 
young father thought that was a huge joke and said, “I 
don’t know him too well and had no idea he claimed to be 
any sort of a Christian, but I do know he can and does out- 
curse any other person I ever met.” What an enviable 
reputation to have! And how helpful to me in trying to 
lead this young man to see his need for Christ as Savior 
from sin and Master of daily life. I’ve learned it is wise 
to know something about a man’s speech before admitting 
that he is a member of my church. The unconverted man 
may think lightly of his own profanity but he does not 
feel the same way about it upon the lips of one who bears 
the name of Christ. 

What shall we say of even pious speech which hurts the 
name of other good men? Such use of the tongue is not 
altogether unknown among Christians. I heard a Pres- 
byterian minister of sound faith and blameless life referred 
to in a group one day. A very piOus man present said, - 
“He is a modernist.”’ I rather timidly asked the pious one 
if he knew the minister in question or had ever read any- 
thing he had written. He confessed that he did not know 
the brother in question and had never seen anything from 
him in print, but insisted he had been told by a friend in 
another state that this minister was a modernist. When 
asked to define the term of reproach he had used, the man 
was very vague and dropped the subject. But there were 
others present and the poisoned arrow so piously shot could 
not be called back. What good men sometimes do under a 
false sense of necessity to defend the faith may be morally 
close akin to murder. At this point we are in danger at 
every point of controversy, and let him that thinketh he 
standeth take heed lest he fall. 

Is it true in our day that out of the same mouths come 
forth blessing and cursing? If so, it is God who says such 
things ought not so to be. If this practice of evil speech 
is widespread in the ranks of professing Christians, then 
there is need for a reformation here and now as surely as 
there was in the sixteenth century Roman Church which 
had compromised herself and lost her power for good. 


Reports to the General Assembly 


Summarized by the Editors 


MOUNTAIN RETREAT ASSOCIATION 


This association reports that last summer’s conferences, 
though restricted, attracted the usual large numbers; Mon- 
treat College enrollment for the year was 404, with the 
junior college class added, the senior class to be added 
this fall; the Alba Hotel fire in late December compelled 
the early erection of a new hotel which will cost $200,000, 


in addition to insurance, and for this funds are being 
solicited; P. Greer Johnson, of Asheville, has succeeded 
J. H. Robertson as business manager. 


PRESBYTERIAN ALLIANCE 


The Western Section of this Alliance, reporting to the As- 
sembly, tells of instructions to its executive committee to 
“study prayerfully ways and means of procedure whereby 
our Reformed group of churches may be drawn into co- 
operation for more effective service.’”” Edgar F. Romig was 
named to bear the organization’s greetings to the Presby- 
terian Church, US, and Ernest Trice Thompson was ap- 
pointed to carry similar greetings to the United Church of 
Canada. A meeting of the World Alliance is scheduled for 
1947, with representation limited to one-third the usual 
number. The General Assembly will be expected to name 
its representatives to this European meeting when it con- 
venes. 


BIBLE CAUSE 


Smergency needs in devastated areas of the world have 
put unusual burdens upon the American Bible Society. 
Never before in its 130 years of activity, the report says, 
has the society had such great responsibilities and oppor- 
tunities—‘‘The world is asking for the Bible.’’ Supplies in 
most lands are low. Eighty per cent of the printing plants 
in Japan were destroyed. In Russia for the first time in 
25 years there is Scripture distribution. China will require 
twelve million volumes within the next four years. The 
Presbyterian Church, US, last year, increasing its gifts by 
$5,000, gave a total of $37,922 to this work in the regular 
budget and emergency fund. 


RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 


An enlarged annual report of the Executive Committee 
of Religious Education and Publication opens with the an- 
nouncement of the forthcoming retirement of Henry W. 
McLaughlin as director of Country Church and Sunday 
School Extension, and a tribute to him by the Moderator of 
the Assembly, Thomas K. Young. Writes Dr. Young, of his 
21 years’ service: 


‘He will lay aside his duties in the full consciousness 
of a great. achievement for the church he has loved and 
served with signal devotion and efficiency. . . As our 
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church views the enterprise prophetically and sees this vast 
Southland grown into a great empire stretched away to 
the horizon, we contemplate a network of Sunday schools 
and churches that have come into being through plans 
set in motion by this good and great man of God.” 

The report indicates receipts of $127,885, an increase of 
$19,102 over the previous year, for the largest income ever 
received by the committee. The new budget, based on re- 
ceipts of the past two years, provides for a considerable 
increase in the number of Sunday school extension workers 
and “all along the line in the committee’s benevolence 
service.” 

Chapel Year, reported by Cecil Thompson, of Valdosta, 
Ga., calls for new emphasis on Sunday school extension. 
Mr. Thompson says, ‘‘While we may fall short in the at- 
tainment of the exact number of chapel and new converts 
{set as a goal], we shall never be able to estimate fully 
the spiritual results of this year’s effort. . Too many 
large and medium-sized churches appear to be content to 
dwell ‘at ease in Zion,’ while multitudes lie unreached and 
unsaved, or other sects and denominations are given free 
rein to capture the masses. . The bottleneck perhaps 
has been that pastors have not had this vision of extension 
Sunday schools.” Dr. Young, in a stirring appeal, declares, 
“Number 1 on the agenda of every possible local church 
is its responsibility for starting a new Sunday school.’ The 
goal of 500 new schools is asked for the coming year. In 
announcing plans for more extension workers, the commit- 
tee declares, “If congregations, presbyteries and synods 
would only take Sunday School Extension seriously the 
membership of our church could be raised to a million with- 
in the next five years!” 

Sunday school enrollment, for the first time in five years, 
is reported on the increase—13,000 above 1944, though 
atill 36,000 below the high mark of 1940. The Assembly 
is asked to approve participation in a ‘‘great interdenomi- 
national Sunday School Enlargement Program for the next 
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few years.” Faith and Action Conferences of last summer 
reached about 6,000 leaders; Bases of World Order was 
studied in September by one or more groups in 74 of 84 
reporting presbyteries. 

Local congregations are urged to reorganize their youth 
work for Seniors and older young people wherever possible 
along the lines of the Presbyterian Youth Fellowship pat- 
tern, to be presented to the coming Assembly, by next Octo- 
ber. This plan is proposed in place of the “Kingdom High- 
ways” plan. ; : 

Elders are urged to prepare themselves to conduct serv- 
ices in the 70 per cent of Southern Presbyterian congre- 
gations which do not have weekly preaching services. 

The committee recommends a full-scale effort in young 
adult work; it reports the organization of more than 100 
new men’s clubs during the year, the organization and 
first meeting of the Assembly’s Men’s Work Council and 
of men’s councils in 16 synods and 54 presbyteries. 

Assembly approval is asked for the executive committee 
to encourage use of audio-visual aids in fields of Bible 
study and leadership education, lending cooperation to those 
agencies now doing effective work in this field. Consul- 
tation with the Richmond offices on the enlargement and 
improvement of Sunday school buildings before plans are 
determined, is urged by the executive committee. 

Re-study of religious education by an independent com- 
mittee, under the sponsorship of the executive commit- 
tee, is discussed. The report, to be made two years from 
now, ‘“‘will probably be the most significant and compre- 
hensive educational document our church has yet seen, and 
it will be quite independent of anything the Executive 
Committee of Religious Education and Publication may ex- 
pect or plan. To it the whole church may look forward 
expectantly, confident that it will have much to do with 
reshaping our church’s program of religious education for 
the next generation.’’ 





Doctors for Farmers-—-And Why Not? 


An Open Letter to the Home Missions Committees 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


their few-score dollars and, in many 
presbyteries, putting a floor under 
ministers’ salaries, Why not adopt the 
same plan for doctors? Needless to say, 








“I was sick, and ye visited me not.” 
Matthew 25:43. 


everybody up and down the creek 

had heen long in bed. Only in one 
house there was a light, a tiny kerosene 
lamp by the bedside of a man doubled 
up with pain. It 
might be colic, it 
might be appen- 
dicitis. The nearest 
doctor was eighteen 
miles away over an 
atrocious road, for 
the State has never 
bothered much with 
the back counties. 
There was no tele- 
phone to call the 
doctor, and the man would not let any- 
one go for him, or with him, for the 
doctor’s charge for country visits was 
ten dollars and the man and his wife 
had not yet been able to pay him for 
his services when the baby came. There 
was a store nearby, but the only medi- 
cine was a pain-killer worth about as 
much as tiger-tooth tonic. The home 
Mmissionary’s wife (who was there be- 
cause a light at 11 P. M. spelled calamity 
on that creekside) considered the case. 
Her husband was off at a ‘‘meeting” an 
hour away, and even farther from a tele- 
Phone. She quizzed the patient and she 


[ WAS ONLY ELEVEN o’clock but 











Dr. Foreman 


poked him, It sounded a little more 
like colic . . The least she could do, 
and all she could do, was to offer God 
a prayer and give the man one of her 
soda-mint tablets. It was colic, sure 
enough, and the patient was better by 
daylight. But suppose it had been ap- 
pendicitis? 

People do die of appendicitis, they die 
of puerperal fever, they die of diph- 
theria, they die painfully (except for the 
ministrations of patent pain-killers) and 
needlessly, all up and down the creeks 
in our far-spreading southern hills, and 
out on the steaming flatlands along the 
coast. The Southern Presbyterian 
Church sends out trained doctors to dis- 
tant lands; they never get rich, but no 
one has a more interesting time than a 
foreign mission doctor, and no one car’ 
do more good. We also have a few, a 
very few home mission doctors, but they 
are generally connected with hospitals. 
To the staffs of our home mission hos- 
pitals, all honor; and also to the mission 
doctors who have no hospitals. But we 
need many more. 


HY CAN WE not have as many 
home mission doctors, in pro- 
portion, as we have home mis- 

sion preachers? No small country field 
can ‘‘pay’’ our ministers what the church 
thinks they should have; and so the 
church subsidizes them, supplementing 


no doctor ever goes into foreign mission 
work for money or fame. But the same 
type of high-minded, unselfish Christian 
medical students who can be induced to 
zo to China or the Congo might also be 
induced to settle in our own land, in 
that unexplored territory off the paved 
highways. The countryside—our poor 
eroded countryside—cannot pay him 
adequately; very well, let the church 
stand behind him and guarantee him a 
living wage as it does the minister. The 
doctor in the hospital is doing a great 
work; but his work would be more satis- 
factory and successful all around if it 
were supplemented by doctors out in the 
byways and branches, mission doctors 
working with the mission preachers. If 
it is logical to carry the cure of souls 
to the places where the souls are, it is 
just as logical to earry the healing of 
bodies out to where pain and poverty 
lie in the same bed. If medical mis- 
sions is our Christian business across 
the ocean, and it surely is, it is equally 
our Christian business up yonder dirt 
road. 

Let the Home Mission Committee 
challenge the church! Death may seem 
more exotic on the Yangtze than on 
Squirrel Creek, but it is not more dread- 
ful. If we can hear the voice of Christ 
in a foreign tongue, can he not be heard 
in the homely speech of the one-room 
farmhouse: “Where were you when IJ 
was sick?” 
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Editorial Comment on Important Issues Facing the Assembly 





Five Functions of a 
Christian Relations Department 


High on the list of recommended ac- 
tions which the 86th General Assembly 
will face is that of establishing a full- 
fledged and adequately supported De- 
partment of Christian Relations. Large 
numbers of outstanding leaders in our 
church have joined in an appeal to the 
church that such an agency be created 
(THE OUTLOOK, May 6). Other names 
are added to this list, as they have 
appeared this week and last week on 
our letters page. 

It is important that this matter be 
clearly understood as it comes up to the 
floor of the Assembly for action. The 
Permanent Committee on Social and 
Moral Welfare, which has been study- 
ing the need of such an agency at the 
instruction of last year’s Assembly, is 
recommending the establishment of 
such a department and has listed five 
functions. ‘Although the department’s 
rules of action and methods of proce- 
dure are not to be presented to the 
Assembly until next year, these func- 
tions, as outlined, deserve our attention 
now. Everyone of them is important. 
They call for no departure from past 
patterns for they outline the very kind 
of activity which now marks the con- 
duct of the other 


church's agencies. 
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Here they are enabling the church to 
bring its message to bear upen the great 
relationships of life where men and wo- 
men spend their time and use their 
energies every day. Let us look at them 
briefly. According to the recommenda- 
tion of the Assembly’s committee the 
department would: 

““(1) Speak to the churches.” That is 
to say, it would remind them of As- 
sembly designations, emphases, seasons, 
keeping leaders informed of present and 
pressing issues. Another example: the 
present challenge to human compassion 
in a suffering world and the privilege 
and duty of Christians in the face of it. 

(2) Speak for the churches when 
commissioned to do so, or when the 
Assembly’s pronouncements are to be 
earried out.”’ That is clear and impor- 
tant. Suppose our Assembly took action, 
as it has in the past, in opposition to 
the maintenance of the President’s 
representative at the Vatican. This de- 
partment reiterating our Assembly’s 
resolution, would keep this matter alive 
until the representative is withdrawn. 

“(3) Speak and act in its own name 
in specific situations and as an inter- 
mediary between the church and other 
groups. or This is very 
important because the only alternative 


movements.”’ 


to it is that such an important commit- 
tee could not speak or act at all on many 
important matters. All our other com- 
mittees of the Assembly have this free- 
dom as a matter of course. It means 
that, as the moderator frequently calls 
attention days 


not for the Assembly, but 


to special and seasons, 

in his own 
name, this committee or department can 
as the committee on 


evangelism challenges pastors and con- 


do the same; or, 


gregations to more effective service, this 
department can do the same—not in 
the name, not in the 
bly’s name, but simply in its own name. 
For example, it was important that the 
churches of the nation be called to join 


church's Assem- 


in concerted prayer during the organi- 
zation of the United Nations in 
Such a 
and 
prayers of the people 
objectives. 


San 
Francisco. committee, in its 
the 


high 


own name, can should focus 


upon such 

**(4) Cooperate with other Assembly 
agencies.”” This is amply provided for 
in the suggested with advi- 
sory membership from other committees 


structure 


and would seem to be one of the most 
necessary procedures in getting this im- 
portant work done. 

(5) Produce suitable literature for 
and pur- 
The constant demand for pro- 
gram helps and study guides during the 
past ten years has made it widely ap- 
parent that a committee of men who 
have their own fulltime responsibilities 
cannot possibly provide the help which 
is required by a church such as ours. 
This function, we suspect, would be- 


informational instructional 


poses.”’ 


come one of the department’s most im- 
portant and far-reaching pieces of work. 

If we sense the temper of our denomi- 
nation aright, we have reached the point 
where we are determined that we shall 
no longer falter in helping our people 
solve their most pressing problems, 
while other churches are doing their ut- 
most to provide the resources of the gos- 
pel of Jesus Christ in the surging cur- 
rents of life. 


What Does the Assembly 
Think About the KKK? 


Exhibitions of the fiery cross on 
mountain tops by a reviving Ku Klux 
Klan, and undoubted stirrings of the 
kinds of prejudice and hatreds which 
this movement engenders, deserve some 
recognition by the General Assembly of 
our church. Affiliated organizations of 
the KKK boast their growing member- 
ship, as, for example, the ‘‘American 
Fellowship Club,” of which the Rev. A. 
A. Haggard, of Maryville, Tenn., is or- 
ganizer and director. The AFC and the 
KKK, he says, have “identical princi- 
ples.”” The far-reaching influence of 
such an un-American, un-Christian ac- 
tivity should receive, early in its re- 
vival, the unquestioned condemnation 
of the Christian conscience as it could be 
expressed through a strong resolittioh 
in our Assembly. 

Many men, many churchmen, 
were taken in by the movement follow- 
ing the last World War, without real- 
izing the utterly damnable purposes to 
which they were committing themselves 
and without being aware of their in- 
ability to stop such waves of bitterness 
and prejudice once they helped get them 
under way. 

We should leave no doubt in anyone’s 
mind as to what our church thinks 
about such a hate-filled movement. 


even 


Term Pastorates 


Plans for changes in the pastoral re- 
lationship, in providing for limited term 
pastorates and such like, as proposed 
by the Permanent Committee on the 
Minister and His Work and in an over- 
ture from Lexington Presbytery, may be 
far from the mark. Again, they may 
not. Indeed, some of the details of the 
proposed plans seem to us to have 
serious defects. Some of them appear 
to be impractical, but the thing that is 
of great importance is that the condi- 
tion with which they are concerned be 
frankly and realistically faced by our 
Assembly. 

As these pastoral difficulties are re- 
viewed—many, many pastors now in 
fields where they feel they are not ren- 
dering their best possible service and 
unable to get a call, and unnumbered 
churches restless and unachieving under 
present pastoral leadership—it behooves 
us to look at everybody involved in the 
situation, 
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Of course, we must look at the 
pastor and his need under the present 
or any other system. That is to say, we 
must look at the pastor who by gifts, 
personality, situation and so on, is able 
to get calls. But we must also look at 
many other men who, in normal times 
when chaplains are at home and there 
are relatively few vacancies, are over- 
looked by pulpit committees and are not 
called. We must think of these men who 
left the seminary with the same high 
hopes of service as any other and who 
have found themselves for a long while 
left to serve the same field. 

Then, we must, with the help of 
church officers, take a good look at the 
congregations, for this is, after all, not 
a matter which concerns simply the 
minister; it concerns the standing of 
religion in a whole community, it has 
to do with the progress or the decline 
of the Christian cause in a congrega- 
tion across a generation, it has much to 
do with the appeal of the ministry to 
young men, it has much to do with find- 
ing a way to deal with a situation of 
misfits in a Christian manner—not 
bruskly kicking a man out when the 
ruling powers of a congregation so 
decree. 

Yes, it will take a good, long, 
thorough-going and deeply prayerful 
look before we see everything that ig 
involved in the reasons why the perma- 
nent committee of the Assembly is ask- 
ing for a consideration of so different 
a system as that proposed in term pas- 
torates. 


Can We Face the World’s 
Need—Sacrificially? 


The action of the New Orleans Minis- 
terial Union in calling upon the Presi- 
dent for leadership in an all-out effort 
to meet the desperate need for food and 
clothing in Europe and Asia, and the 
stirring call of the executive committee 
of the Federal Council of Churches 
(Page 4) come closer to outlining an 
adequate response to so critical a situa- 
tion than anything we have seen. 

Our meagre goal for War Relief which 
is being considered for our denomina- 
tional effort next year is as nothing com- 
pared with the tremendous need. Some- 
where we have failed to use the response 
which is awake in the hearts of our 
people in these times. Men and women, 
boys and girls, want to give and give 
generously and systematically until the 
present shortage is met. Our denomina- 
tional structure, again, would seem to 
be binding us to such an extent that we 
cannot do what we sorely want to do. 
This is another graphic and tragic illus- 
tration of our need of some such cen- 
tral planning group in the church as an 
Assembly’s Advisory Committee which 
is being requested in overtures to the 
Assembly. 


It is to be devoutly hoped that our 
leaders, while they talk in terms of 
millions of dollars, will challenge us to 
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a genuine, sacrificial effort in behalf of 
the suffering multitudes. 


Presbyterians or Congregationalists 
In the Matter of Church Property? 


There is little doubt that the church 
property amendment which is being pro- 
posed for our Book of Church Order 
will receive considerable attention at 
the General Assembly. (THE OUT- 
LOOK, May 13, p. 4.) This amendment 
very definitely proposes to lead us away 
from our time-honored polity at a point 
which many feel to be of the essence of 
Presbyterian government. It would 
permit local congregations, presbyteries 
or synods to hold their property or to 
take it out of the denomination without 
regard to the will of a higher court of 
the church. It would inaugurate a 
system of congregational government 
instead of Presbyterian government. 

This, of course, is not a new pro- 
posal. Its equivalent has been offered 
several times before. It was brought 
up before the Assembly of 1931; it was 
sent down to the presbyteries in 1932- 
33 and defeated; it was sent to the pres- 
byteries again in 1938-9 and defeated; 
it was introduced on the floor of the 
1944 Assembly and overwhelmingly de- 
feated. 

Those who advocate this measure 
make several fundamental assumptions 
and several specific claims. For ex- 
ample, they declare that ‘each particu- 
lar church, presbytery, and synod is an 
autonomous body.’’ This is true only 
so long as they act within the frame- 
work of the Presbyterian Church, US. 
No particular church can sever its al- 
legiance to its presbytery and carry its 
property with it. 

In case a congregation withdraws into 
inderendency or joins another body not 
approved by the due processes of our 
church law it cannot dispose of its prop- 
erty. Property rights remain with the 
continuing congregation. Even if all 
the members vote to withdraw, the 
property rights remain in the presby- 
tery. 

The proposed amendment, it should 
be stressed, would permit any congrega- 
tion to pull out of the presbytery with 
all its property whenever it can get a 
majority of a quorum of a congrega- 
tional meeting. We have no confidence 
that our church will ever make such 
procedure possible. 

It is proposed that ‘‘a majority of its 
members who are present and voting at 
a meeting’’ can take out of the church, 
presbytery or synod, property which 
they may wish to keep. Under our 
established rules for quorums this would 
enable 13 people in a congregation of 
100 (quorum is 25) to take over the 
property. In a church of 500 members, 
50 would be a quorum, 26 a majority. 
These 26 could determine what should 
be done with a piece of church property 
—if the congregational system were 
ever adopted. 

There are many other angles to this 
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question. Most church property in a very 
deep sense belongs to the whole church 
because most enterprises have come to 
us by the hard way of home missions 
in which the denomination as a whole 
has contributed—sometimes for fifty 
years or longer. Or, many local church 
buildings were erected and maintained 
by generations of former members. 
Present members have a heritage of 
wide scope, not simply of a local enter- 
prise. 

When the question of church union 
comes before us, a good many people 
will be willing to go the second mile to 
see that fairness is the rule. Everyone, 
it is hoped, will want to do the Chris- 
tian thing about property. But, with 
the dangers inherent in congregational- 
ism, it is not likely that we shall be 
writing into our Book of Church Order 
any measures which will enable some 
dissident minority to pull away from the 
body of the church when something 
happens which it does not like, or that 
we shall allow a provision to be made 
which would make it possible for a 
leader to come into a congregation, 
plant seeds of dissatisfaction, and pull 
the church out of the denomination with 
him. We have not entertained such a 
possibility very seriously in the past; we 
shall not be inclined to do so now. 


Negro Presbytéries and Synods 


The Synod of Missouri is asking the 
General Assembly to re-arrange its 
Negro work by a_ dissolution of 
Snedecor Memorial Synod, placing 
ministers and churches in that synod 
in the church’s regular presbyteries in 
whose area they fall. The request is 
made with the proviso that it shall be 
done if Snedecor members concur in 
the desire. 

It is very difficult to determine what 
is desired. Some reports tell us that 
these members: wish to maintain their 
separate synod and separate institu- 
tions; other valid surveys reveal that, 
if there were conditions under which 
fair and brotherly treatment would be 
the rule, the Missouri recommendation 
would be much more preferable. 

The experience of a number of our 
churches, including some of our most 
effective ones, indicates that Negro 
ministers and churches situated in the 
presbyteries of the other Synods fre- 
quently have a better chance to achieve 
than do those in the separate presby- 
teries. A study of those Negro churches 
in white presbyteries in comparison with 
those off to themselves would seem to 
lend weight to the purpose of Missouri 
overture. 


New Book of Common Worship 
—An Opportunity 


In 1929 when a revised edition of the 
Presbyterian Book of Common Worship 
was prepared by a committee led by 
Henry van Dyke and other noted Ameri- 
can Presbyterians, our General Ags- 
sembly readily approved that excellent 
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work for optional use throughout our 
denomination. 

Now, a revised and enlarged Book of 
Common Worship* has been published 
by an able committee of which Hugh 
Thomson Kerr was chairman. This 
book follows the ordinal of the Church 
of Scotland and embodies features of 


service books of the Presbyterian 
Church in South Africa, the United 
Church of Canada, and the Evangelical 


and Reformed Church. Suitable serv- 
ices for young people and children have 
been added. A very impressive service 
of ordination of ministers has been 
worked out—this, by the way, should 
impress even the most doubtful, of the 
seriousness with which Presbyterians, 
USA, look upon the setting apart of 
their ministers and the solemnity of 
their holy vows. 

With this splendid work available it 
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is sure to be widely used by Southern 
Presbyterian leaders in their worship. 
It would be a highly fitting thing, if, 
when the Assembly approves the use of 
this book, it would leave the present 
authorization on the opening page: 
“Approved by the General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America,” and add, instead of 
substituting, ‘‘And by the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States.” 

This, then, would recognize what 
in fact it will be—the Book of Common 
Worship for American Presbyterianism. 

Later, perhaps we can do something 
like this in the way of a joint hymnal. 


*Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 
1946. 388 pp., $2.00 in Fabrikoid bind- 
ing. Available at Presbyterian Book 


Stores. 





through Christian Education. 


1849-—AUSTIN COLLEGE--1946 


SHERMAN, 
A Strong Liberal Arts College Dedicated to the extension of the Church 
You are invited to share in its work. 


W. B. GUERRANT, President. 


TEXAS 








North Carolina. 


PEACE COLLEGE | 


A junior college for women, with last two years of high school. 
courses in Art, Piano, Voice, Violin, Home Economics, and commercial subjects. 

Applications for 1946-1947 session should be made now. 

For catalogue, write William C. Pressly, President, Peace College, Raleigh, 


Also special 











QUEENS COLLEGE 


dent will prepare for responsible citizen- 
ship in local, national, and international 
affairs, and will accept responsibilities 
wherever presented. 


Charlotte, N. C. 
Believes in 
Civie obligation, hoping that each stu- 


Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, President 








For Summer 


Civilian students with Davidson 


F. W. Hengeveld 


and Fall Terms at 


DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Make Application Now 


Veterans with previous attendance given first consideration. 


heritage given second priority. 


Registrar 
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1776 HAMPDEN-SYDNEY COLLEGE 1946 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 
A LEADER IN EDUCATION 


Eighteen Colleges and Universities 
Founded or Co-Founded by Hampden-Sydney Men. 
Decades More Than a Score of Educational Institutions 
Have Been Headed by Hampden-Sydney Alumni. 


EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 
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CHURCH NEWS 





Four ‘Musts’ Outlined 
At Charlotte Meeting 


North Carolina News Letter 


The church must make an active con- 
tribution to the economic improvement 
of the South by championing the under- 
privileged, Dean B. Harvie Branscomb 
of Duke, told the seventh annual con- 
vocation of the North Carolina Council 
of Churches when it met recently in 
Charlotte. Dean Branscomb urged that 
the church put its own house in order 
by (1) rejecting provincialism, (2) pro- 
viding adequate education for its minis- 
ters, (3) supporting rural preachers and 
(4) avoiding denominational duplica- 
tion and inefficiency. Benjamin E. Mays, 
president of Morehouse College, Atlanta, 
and vice president of the Federal Coun- 
cil of Churches said the church has no 
grounds upon which to criticize science. 
Science, he declared, can say to the 
church, ‘‘For 19 centuries you have 
preached brotherhood, the sacredness of 
human personality, the intrinsic worth 
of every soul, and yet your institution, 
the Church of the Living God, is the 
most segregated institution in America. 
Who are you to talk to scientists and 
educators? Clean your own backyard 
and come to us with clean hands if you 
would talk to us.” 


MacDonalds, Bagpipes and Kilts Add 
to Flora Mac’s 50th Anniversary 


At the observance of the fiftieth an- 
niversary of the founding of Flora Mac- 
donald College early in May the speaker 
was the Premier of Nova Scotia, Angus 
Macdonald, To further gladden the 
hearts of the local highlanders, the six- 
teen pipers of the famous Kittie Band of 
York, Pa., were present to ensure au- 
thentic skirling. And more there was 
the Highland Fling danced by ‘‘a bevy 
of Flora Macdonald girls, in the color- 
ful kilts of the highlands,” to quote the 
Red Spring paper. The climax of the 
program was the outdoor pageant, 
“Flora Macdonald in Scotland,” written 
by Mrs. Clara Marley, twice*winner of 
the Sydney Lanier cup for dramatic 
writing, The role of Bonnie Prince 
Charlie was taken by Thomas A. Fry, 
pastor of the Red Springs Church. 


Presbytery Almost Sends Up 
Contradictory Overtures 

When Mecklenburg Presbytery re- 
versed its action ef the winter meeting 
and voted 49 to 48 to overture the As- 
sembly to withdraw from the Federal 
Council at its spring meeting an in- 
teresting situation came to light. If the 
action had been reversed and the winter 
meeting had passed the overture and 
those who opposed it, refusing to accept 
the verdict, had mustered strength at 
spring meeting to overture the Assembly 
to remain in the council, then Mecklen- 
burg Presbytery would have had two 
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Durinc the war every investment 
house proclaimed that the War Bonds of 
the United States Government were the 
best investment any one could obtain. 


That is true! 


But these investment houses would agree 
also that investment in lives surpasses by 
far any investment in stocks or bonds. 


When you help young men and women to 
get a college education, you equip these 
young people of the Southland to take a 
larger part in the affairs of Church and 
state, in addition to aiding them toward a 
larger development of their own personali- 
ties. There is no doubt about the advantages 


of a college education. 


You can help young people of your beloved 
Church by contributing to the Scholarship 
Funds of our colleges.’ 


Write any college president or Rev. W. H. Boggs, D.D., 
gio Urban Building, Louisville 2, Kentucky 
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Presbyterian Educational Institutions 
(Listed in order of establishment) 


1. Controlled by the Synods 








COLLEGES 
Hampden-Sydney Colleget (1775), Hampden-Sydney, Va. 
Conse Coomemets C1G19) .. 2 6s ee 0 Danville, Ky. 
Davidson Colleget (1836)...... Davidson, N. C. 
Southwestern* (1848) ........ Memphis, Tenn. 
Austin College* (1849) ....... Sherman, Texas 
Westminster Colleget (1851) ...... Fulton, Mo. 
Queens Collegej (1857). ...... Charlotte, N. C. 
Meme Cameer ©1867). wc i cece Bristol, Tenn. 
Arkansas College* (1872) ....... Batesville, Ark. 
Presbyterian College* (1880) ..... Clinton, S. C. 
Belhaven Collegej (1894) ....... Jackson, Miss. 


Flora Macdonald College} (1896) . Red Springs, N. C. 
Davis and Elkins College* (1904) - « Elkins, W. Va. 


Montreat Colleget (1916) ...... Montreat, N. C. 
JUNIOR COLLEGES 

Mitchell College* (1856) ...... Statesville, N. C. 

Peace College} (1857) ...-.s2e-s Raleigh, N. C. 

Lees Junior College* (1884) ....... Jackson, Ky. 

Lees-McRae College* (1900) Banner Elk, N. C. 


Schreiner Institute* (1923) ..... Kerrville, Texas 
Presbyterian Junior Colleget (1928) . . Maxton, N. C. 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARIES 
Union Theological Seminary (1812) . . Richmond, Va. 
Columbia Theological Seminary (1828) . Decatur, Ga. 
Louisville Theological Seminary (1853) Louisville, Ky. 
Austin Theological Seminary (1902) . . Austin, Texas 


2. Affiliated Presbyterian Colleges 
Mary Baldwin College} (1842) Staunton, Va. 
Agnes Scott Colleget (1889) ...... Decatur, Ga. 
3. Controlled by the General Assembly 


General Assembly’s Training 
Oe. Sa ee ee ae Richmond, Va. 
*Coed tWomen Men ttA filiated 
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contradictory overtures in 
sembly’s Blue Book. This led one mem- 
ber of the Court to remark, ‘‘What’s 
sauce for the goose ought to be sauce 
for the gander.” Among overtures de- 
feated at the spring meeting were one 
urging that property be vested in the 
local church, and one asking that the 
committee on Presbyterian reunion be 
dismissed. 


the As- 


Synod’s Young People 
Making Summer Plans 
Over 2,000 Presbyterian young peo- 
ple attended the spring rallies of the 
various presbyteries. General stress 
was placed on the challenge of foreign 
missions. The Ira Moores, the Jack 
and Miss Marion Wilcox, mis- 
and Richard T. Gillespie, 
candidate secretary of foreign missions 
have visited groups of young 
the state, The 


Vinsons, 
sionaries, 


people in 


date for the annual 
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Leadership Conference for Young Peo- 
ple at Flora Macdonald College is June 
11-17. Attendance is limited to mem- 
bers of presbytery councils and presi- 
dents of local groups. Ernest Trice 
Thompson will speak each morning on 
“The Sermon on The Mount And Its 
Meaning.” A. L. Currie will be the 
vesper speaker. 


Easter Pageant Wins 
Widespread Interest 
The Moravian 
Winston-Salem 

tional fame. 
boasts another 


Easter Service in 
has long been of na- 
However the state now 
interesting Easter cele- 
bration. Eight years ago Mrs. Helen 
Sanderlin, whose daughter played the 
role of Flora MacDonald in the college 
pageant, organized an unique Easter 
pageant at the historic Carver’s Creek 
Church. This church, located in Bladen 
county up the Cape Fear river from 
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aie God's Word to foreign lands is the great privilege of those who 
include a bequest to Foreign Missions in their will, as more and more of 


our Church members are doing. 


lowing form of bequest: 


f you wish to make such a gift to Foreign 
Missions, your lawyer will show you the proper way. 


We suggest the fol - 


| give, devise and bequeath to the Executive Committee of 


Foreign 
States, 
Tennessee, 


Missions of the 


(or the following property, 


Presbyterian 
a corporation organized under the laws of the State of 
with offices at Nashville, 


Church in the United 


Tennessee, the sum of 


to wit: 


) 


We will be glad to give you any information you desire in connection with 


a bequest to Foreign Missions. 


Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, Treasurer 


Executive Committee of Foreign Missions, 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 


P. O. Box 330 


Nashville |, Tenn. 
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Wilmington, was the original Quaker 
Meeting House for this section. The 
pageant dramatizes scenes from the 
Passion Week and the First Easter 
Morning. A representative from the 
“Saturday Evening Post’’ was present at 
this year’s celebration. 


Here and There 


A portrait of R. Murphy Williams, 
pastor emeritus of Greensboro’s Church 
of the Covenant, was recently presented 
to the congregation . Rockingham 
County in north central Carolina re- 
cently defeated a proposal to establish 
liquor stores. Twenty-five counties out 
of the state’s 100 have such stores. 
There is a growing sentiment for a state- 
wide referendum on the liquor question 

. A new Presbyterian Church is be- 
ing organized in Raleigh. It is an out- 
growth of the First Church, and is to 
be located in the northwestern resi- 
dential section, The name ‘‘White Me- 
morial’’ has been chosen, honoring the 
memory of Dr. W. McC. White, long the 
beloved minister of the First Church 

Carolina Baptists have been in 
much turmoil about the moving of Wake 
Forest College to Winston-Salem in 
order to accept the millions from the 
Reynolds’ (Camel cigarettes) Founda- 
tion. Wrote one lady to her paper, 
“Will Wake Forest be free to teach the 
truth about tobacco?” 

JOHN M. WALKER, JR. 
Roanoke Rapids, N. C. 


MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


COMMENCEMENT 

William Crowe, Jr., pastor of the 
First church, Wilmington, N. C., will 
preach the baccalaureate sermon at 
Mary Baldwin College, May 26. 

Julian Lake, of the First church, 
Bristol, Tenn., will preach the com- 
mencement sermon at Lees-McRae Col- 
lege, June 2. 

Paul Tudor Jones, Jr., High Point, 
N. C., is the baccalaureate speaker at 
Queens College, May 26. 








DEATH 
Melton Clark, pastor at Anniston, 
Ala., until last year, when he retired, 


died at his home in Jacksonville, Fla., 
May 2. Dr. Clark had been pastor at 
Florence, S. C., Greensboro, N. C., and 
Charleston, S. C:, in addition to serving 
for twelve years on the Columbia Semi- 
nary faculty. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 


Friends at Bethany 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 2 


Mark 14: 3-9; Luke 10:38-42; John = 11;1-3; 12:1-3 


“One of the most pathetic utterances 
which Christ ever made about himself 
is the single reference to his homeless- 
ness. ‘The foxes have holes, and the 
birds of the air have nests; but the son 
of man hath not where to lay his head.’ 
Christ never had a home of his own. 
From the time when he left his father’s 
home in Nazareth where he was brought 
up, he was a wanderer.” 

And yet in many homes he was a wel- 
come guest. We catch glimpses of him 
in homes in Cana, where he saved his 
hostess from embarrassment, in Ca- 
pernaum, where he healed Peter’s 
mother-in-law of a fever, and where 
he sat down to dinner with publicans 
and sinners; in Jericho, where he in- 
vited himself to dine with Zaccheus; in 
Jerusalem, where a large upper room 
was placed at his disposal. But the 
home in the Gospels dearest to the 
Christian heart, and certainly one of 
the homes in which Jesus most loved 
to go, was the home of Mary, Martha 
and Lazarus in Bethany, a little vil- 
lage two miles from Jerusalem, on the 
road which led to Jericho. John tells 
us that these two sisters and their 
brother loved Jesus and that he loved 
them in return. 

We find only three references to this 
home in the Gospels, yet we can be 
sure that it was a haven of quiet and 
rest to which Jesus often retired. 


First Scene—Cumbered With Much 
Serving, Luke 10:38-48 


On this occasion Mary was sitting 
at Jesus’ feet, listening eagerly, in- 
tently to his words. Martha meanwhile 
“was distracted with much serving,” 
as the new Revised Standard Version 
translates the verse. The word ‘“cum- 
bered”’ or ‘“distracted’’ means literally 
“drawn in different directions.” And 
she was distracted about ‘“‘much serv- 
ing.’”’ She was preparing an elaborate 
meal and had let it get on her nerves. 
Instead of calling Mary quietly ‘to the 
kitchen, she came up to Jesus—the 
word suggests rather that she burst in 
upon him, an explosive act, as is the 
speech that follows, saying, “Lord, is 
it all one to you that my sister has 
left me to do all the work alone.” 

Jesus refused to take sides against 
Mary. Instead he delivered a gentle 
rebuke to Martha. It was a very gen- 
tle rebuke, if indeed we can call it such, 
for the words are soothing. They served, 
I am sure, to break the tension, to re- 
lieve Martha of undue anxiety over the 
success of her dinner, to restore her 
once more to her normally sweet and 
equitable temper. ‘‘Martha, Martha,” 


he said, ‘‘you are anxious and troubled 
about many things, but one thing is 
needful; Mary has chosen the good part, 
which shall not be taken away from 
her.”’ 

It has become customary to take Mar- 
tha and Mary as two contrasting types 
of character—Martha, the practical, 
active type; Mary, as the meditative, 
spiritual type. This may be true, 
though it reads more into the narra- 
tive than it actually contains. 

It must not be overlooked, however, 
that the difference which our Lord him- 
self points out is between one who is 
so busy about many things that she 
misses the best thing and one who has 
chosen a better way. 

There can be no doubt but that Mar- 
tha loved Jesus and that she was at- 
tempting to please him. ‘‘How clearly, 
how vividly we see Martha, the good 
hearted, bustling, over-anxious mistress 
and very-much-manager of the house- 
hold. She is so very busy about so 
very many things; and all the time she 
is firmly convinced in her own mind 
that all she does and all she could pro- 
vide is absolutely necessary. Not one 
of all this multitude of things must be 
wanting. Custom, and her own repu- 
tation in her own eyes and among her 
neighbors demand them ll. The 
amount of mental and physical energy 
which she consumed in providing and 
preparing and arranging the ‘‘many 
things,’’ which she deemed necessary, 
she probably never computed, nor did 
she stay for a moment to consider 
whether she had forgotten one or two 
things which in intrinsic worth might 
be of far greater value than the sum 
total of all the other things. about 
which she was busying herself.” (Has- 
tings: Greater Men and Women of the 
Bible.) . 

Martha was not so active as fussy. 
She allowed herself to become worried 
over things which were unimportant. 
And finally she lost her temper. ‘‘Will 
anyone say that this act of Martha’s 
was courteous or considerate toward 
her Guest? Would it be polite or kindly 
or proper toward a guest in your house 
whom you were entertaining or pre- 
paring to entertain, to burst in upon 
him when he was talking with another 
member of the family, and to suggest 
to him bluntly that he ought to know 
better than to keep away from her pro- 
per work in the household a needed 
member of the family with whom he was 
conversing? Can a woman be called a 
good housekeeper who would conduct 
herself in this way as a _ hostess?” 
(Hastings). 
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The temper of many a home is spoiled 
because one confuses little things with 
great things, because one becomes so 
busy over things all of which may be 
good in themselves that one forgets the 
best thing. To do so many things for 
Christ (or for the members of one’s 
family) that one has no time for fel- 
lowship with Christ is a mistake that 
in time will reflect itself in one’s char- 
acter and conduct. Like Martha we are 
apt to become worried, fretful, fault- 
finding; to find it difficult to control 
our tempers and our tongues. Jesus 
pointed Martha to a better way, which 
we may be sure she learned to follow, 
and which finally brought peace and 
poise and self-control. 

How would Jesus bring peace to your 
home? What lack of symmetry or bal- 
ance do men (and the Master) note in 
your character? Are we cumbered or 
distracted with many things? What is 
the good part which Mary found, which 
we or our family have missed? Is a 
woman justified in staying home from 
church to prepare a big Sunday din- 
ner? 


Second Scene: In The Shadow of Death, 
John 11:1-3 


The time came when tragedy cast 
its dark shadow over the home in 
Bethany—as sooner or later it does to 
every home. Lazarus fell seriously sick. 
The two sisters sent a message to Jesus, 
“Lord, he whom you love is ill,’ know- 
ing that nothing more would be needed. 
Lazarus must have died shortly after 
the messenger departed, for the mes- 
senger was one day on the road, Jesus 
was not able to start for two days, and 
required another day to reach Bethany. 
When he arrived Lazarus had been dead 
for four days. 

Mary and Martha had waited anx- 
iously for the coming of Jesus ever since 
the messenger was dispatched. When 
Lazarus died, their one thought was, if 
only Jesus had been here, our brother 
would not have died. 

At last news came that the Master 
was approaching. Martha, without wait- 
ing to inform Mary, rushed to meet 
him. Her first words lay bare her 
heart. ‘‘Master, if you had been here, 
riy brother would not have died.” But 
there was no reproach in her voice, 
only regret. Even now, in her great 
faith, she believed that Jesus could suc- 
cessfully intercede with God and bring 
back the life that had departed. 

Jesus said, ‘“‘Your brother will rise 
again.’”’ But this thought did not bring 
Martha the comfort that she sought. 
She did not indeed disdain that glorious 
hope, but the resurrection seemed far 
away, and her heart craved present 
succor. As Paterson-Smyth says: ‘‘You 
can read between the lines how that 
answer has disappointed her. It sounds 
like the trite condolences she has been 
hearing all day. ‘Oh, yes, Lord, I know 
that he will rise at the last day.’ As 
if she would say, ‘That is not much 
comfort; it is too far away.’ And if 
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we are honest we must confess our- 
selves in sympathy with Martha. It 
may not sound religious, but it is very 
human. The resurrection at the last 
day does not comfort us much, if it be 
taught, as it usually is, as an isolated 
far-off fact with nothing between. 

“But Jesus is not pointing to a far- 
off future day. Lazarus is living now 
in the spirit world. His life goes on. 
He cannot die. For ‘I am the resur- 
rection and the life. He that liveth 
and believeth in me shall never die.’ 
Life in touch with God is immortal. 

Lazarus is living and is coming 
back to show it.” “I (emphatic), I am 
the resurrection and the life.”’ There 
is no need for Jesus to pray as man to 
God as Mary had suggested in verse 
22. He and none other is the resur- 
rection and the life. Martha was puz- 
zled. She did not understand all this, 
but she did believe utterly in Jesus and 
was willing to leave the puzzle to him. 
“Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the 
Christ, the Son of God, he who is com- 
ing into the world.”’ 

Martha returned to the house and 
informed Mary that Jesus had arrived 
and was anxious to see her. The mes- 
sage was delivered secretly, that Mary 
might have the opportunity to see 
Jesus alone. Her friends, however, 
thinking that she was going to the tomb 
to wail after the oriental fashion, fol- 
lowed her out of the house. When 
Mary saw Jesus she was overcome by 
her emotions. She fell down at his 
feet and cried, ‘‘Master, if you had been 
here, my brother would not have died.’’ 
She then broke into uncontrolled sob- 
bing and her friends wept with her. 
“When Jesus saw her weeping and the 
Jews who came with her also weeping, 
he was deeply moved in spirit and trou- 
bled; and he said, Where have you laid 
him? They said to him, Lord, come and 
see! Jesus wept.” 

And Jesus still weeps with those who 
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weep. He bears our sorrows upon his 
heart. And he still assures those who 
believe on him that our beloved dead 
are living still, that separation is only 
for the moment, that we shall be re- 
united in a brighter and fairer land. 
Homes in Christ are never broken, for 
“he that liveth and believeth in me 
shall never die.”’ 


Third Scene: The Thoughtfulness of 
Love, Mark 14:3-9; John 12:1-3 


It occurred at a dinner given by 
Simon, the leper, who is otherwise un- 
known. We may suppose, however, that 
he was one whom Jesus had healed. 
John tells us that Lazarus was one of 
the guests of honor, and that Martha, 
in whose home Jesus was so welcome a 
guest, was one of those who helped 
to serve the meal. 

Jesus’ disciples were living in an at- 
mosphere of great expectancy. Jesus 
had tried to warn them of the storm 
soon to break upon his head, but the 
disciples were convinced that the storm 
would soon pass, and would indeed 
usher in the final victory. They were 
thinking of the high places which they 
should occupy in the coming kingdom. 
But Mary, with a woman's intuition, 
understood more clearly the signifi- 
cance of Jesus’ mood. 

During the course of the meal she 
entered the room with an alabaster 
ecruse of liquid spikenard. Spikenard 
was a fragrant ointment made from a 
plant in far-off India. It was so val- 
uable that only the rich could afford it. 
Mary had a pound of it, which would 
be worth about a thousand dollars in 
our money. Well-to-do families stored 
such ointment for the honoring of the 
dead, but Mary had thought of a bet- 
ter use for it. ‘‘Why pay the homage 
to a dead body and render it when the 
person can receive no satisfaction? Far 
better that in their lifetime our friends 
should know that they are loved, and 
should be braced for suffering by the 
devotion of loyal hearts. Before his 
enemies have crowned him with thorns, 
Mary will put the spikenard on his 
head, and before they have pierced his 
feet with nails she will anoint them 
with her love.”’ (Hastings). 

Some of the disciples (led, it would 
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seem by Judas, who shortly thereafter 
betrayed him into the hands of his 
enemies), poor men, who had been all 
their lives obliged to practice the clos- 
est economy, said indignantly to them- 
selves: ‘‘What was the use of wasting 
the perfume like that? It might have 
been sold for three hundred denarii 
and the money given to the poor.’”’ And 
they grumbled at her extravagance. 

Jesus however would not permit this 
spontaneous expression of Mary’s love 
to be misinterpreted. He said, Leave 
her alone. Why do you bother her? It 
is a beautiful thing that she has done 
to me. “The phrase, ‘beautiful thing’ 
is emphatic, contrasted with their de- 
preciation of what she had done. They 
measured it by a utilitarian standard 
by which it would have little or no 
value. But he was at a crisis of his 
life when it was of the utmost value 
to him to know that he had won a place 
in a human heart. And for anyone to 
be reckless or even extravagant, not 
calculating, in the expression of this, 
was to him a good turn. It was the fra- 
grance of a loving heart that was 
brought to him by the costly nard.’’ 

The words that follow do not, of 
course, justify the perpetuation of pov- 
erty. “Kindness to the poor is a pri- 
mary duty. Yet there are timely acts 
to which even it may give place for 
awhile. When such a conflict of duty 
arises, it is to be settled by the princi- 
ple that what can be done only at the 
moment, or not at all, shall have pre- 
cedence over what can be done at any 
time. Love has its own insight, and 
makes its way by a sure instinct through 
all difficulties of competing duties in the 
fitness of things.’’ Mary had done what 
she could to express what she could not 
put into words, namely, her boundless 
sympathy with her great Master in 
the cup which her woman’s loving ob- 
servation of his mood revealed to her 
that he was now drinking, the cup of 
disappointment in his own people and 
his rejection by their leaders. 

Jesus’ words do not require us to 
believe that she consciously anointed 
him beforehand for his burial, and yet 
it may well be that with the quick in- 
sight of woman’s love, Jesus’ words con- 
cerning his Passion had a meaning for 
her that they did not have even for 
the Twelve, and that she did what she 
did with a conscious anticipation of his 
death, knowing that it was her last 
chance of expressing her love and rever- 
ence. 


What is the principle in Mary's act 
of devotion which Jesus approved? How 
is the same spirit manifested today? 
Is there any justification in her act and 
Jesus’ approval for costly churches? 
Who do you think would have given 
more to the poor, Mary or Judas? Is it 
wasteful to buy flowers for a_ sick 
friend? How can we best show our 
thoughtfulness for the living? How 
can we best show our love to Christ 
today? 
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MEMORIAL DAY, 1946 


The month of May is full of memories. 
I walk the city streets, but hear again 
The robin’s song, the drowsy hum of 
bees, 
The voices that arise from hill and 
glen, 


1 see the sunbeams playing on the brook, 

The cherry trees decked out in bridal 
white, 

The lilac bush that hides the quiet nook 

Where swallows always congregate at 
night. 


These rural memories are strangely 
mixed 
With flowers and wreaths, with bands 
that led the way 
To graves where men, with bayonets 
transfixed, 
Remembered comrades each Memorial 
Day. 


They’ve gone away, they lie together 


now, 
A cherished brotherhood of blue and 

gray. 
Remember them today—they kept their 

vow, 


Keep green their resting place this 
month of May. 


In sacred trust remember too their sons 
Who lie beneath the crosses row on 


row, 
The waste of war, it breaks the heart 
and stuns 
The mind. What holy debt to them 
we owe! 


The race is doomed unless somehow we 
find 
One common brotherhood that points 
the way 
To universal peace for humankind. 
Time is running out this Memorial 
Day. 


—CHARLES G. REIGNER. 
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Wallace M. Alston 
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Mother 

L. T. Wilds 

A study of the Holy Spirit and His relation- 
ship to Christians. Paper, 75c 

WEDDING BELLS 

Dunbar Ogden 

Gift-bound white booklet, which includes the 
ceremony and helps for the married cou- 
ple. Paper, 40c 
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GUILT AND REDEMPTION 
Lewis J. Sherrill 


An illuminating study of the problem of sin 
and the plan of salvation. $2.50 


FISHERS OF MEN TESTAMENT 

Helps by Wade C. Smith 

The personal worker’s aid to soul-winning. 
Four bindings, 60c, $1.00, $2.00, $2.75 


THE ASSEMBLY’S DIGEST 

Revised by James R. Millard 

Proceedings of the General Assembly from 
1861-1944. $3.00 


I WANT TO KNOW ABOUT MY 

CHURCH 

Chaplain and Mrs. J. W. McQueen 

A book for Presbyterians, dealing with the 
work and beliefs of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S. Paper, 50c 


THE CREED OF PRESBYTERIANS 

Egbert W. Smith 

A study of our creed and its meaning and 
values. Paper, $1.00 


PRESBYTERIANS: Their History and 

Beliefs 

Walter L. Lingle 

A history of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. 
Paper, 75c 


THE GOSPEL IN ACTION 

Henry W. McLaughlin 

A pattern of work for the country church and 
a program for extension. Paper, $1.00 


HOME MISSION INVESTMENTS 

Robert A. Lapsley, Jr. 

The Home Mission Study Book for 1946. 
Paper, 60c 


YOUR HOME TODAY AND 
TOMORROW 
Mrs. S. H. Askew 


Bible studies on the Christian home. 
Paper, 60c 


FROM MY WINDOW 
Emma Wysor Dunlap 
Meditations and inspiration drawn from God’s 


world. Paper, 35c 
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